DONCASTER LINk
Meeting Notes
20 August 2008
Venue:

Sycil Centre, M&M Business Park, Kirk Sandall, Doncaster.
Present:

Kath Soanes (LINk), Richard Brocklehurst (LINk), Jayne Bell (LINk), Barbara Booton (SYCIL), Robert Denison, Dorothy Head (Breakthrough Breast Cancer Campaigns and Advocacy Network), Rita Holdsworth (Individual), C Mary Jones (Doncaster Deaf Action Group), Kim Beresford, Elaine Marsh (Community Empowerment Network), Marie Lane (Individual), Joanne Kelsall (Doncaster CVS), Jackie Lewis (CEN/CHAF Doncaster MIND), Anne Lockhart (DBHFT Governor), George Webb (DBHFT Governor), Paul Morton (RDASH Governor), Sue Hudspeth (Doncaster Partnership for Carers and Carers Forum), Rita O’Shea (Individual), Joyce Parrott (Individual), John Plant (NORCOM/CHAF/Take Heart/PPUC/DBHNHSFT Governor), Joan Shacklock (Individual), Janet McMurdo (interpreter), Nick Andrews (interpreter), John Siddall (Kidney Foundation), Jean Smith (Individual), Dennis Shaw, Pat Thompson (Doncaster Asperger Support Group/CHAF/50+ Parliament), Janet Turner (individual), John Leask (Doncaster DMBC), Sheila Barnes.
Apologies:
John Burke, Margaret Marrison, Sheila Laythorpe and Chris Oliver.
The following is purely to give the essence of the meeting.
Opening:

The meeting of the Doncaster LINk commenced at 2pm on 20th August 2008 in SYCIL Centre Doncaster, chaired by Kath Soanes who thanked all for attending and stated that going forward a member of the Group would hopefully chair the next meeting.  Kath went on to explain the following:
· The role of the host is to facilitate the LINk and the primary objective is to lay down the foundations of the LINk in order for the Core Group to decide how it would be run going forward.
· The purpose of the Core Group is to run until March 2009 when an election will be held to select the Group going forward.

· John Leask (DMBC) stated that the Council’s role would be as an observatory one and no input will be given.  The Council will not control or dictate how the LINk will operate.
· It was pointed out by Kath Soanes that the Core Group was to consist of no more than 20 members.
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20 August 2008 (continued)
· It was discussed and agreed by all present to split the numbers into two groups – Core and Communication to be broken down further at a later date into sub groups.

· Kim Beresford raised the point that clarity of time for commitment to the LINk needed addressing.

· John Leask pointed out the areas to be covered MUST include Health & Social Care.

· It was noted by a member that the Core Group would probably be a transient group but John Leask stated that it really needed the commitment from each person to provide continuity.
· It was stated by Kath Soanes the LINks’ function was to tap into all areas and other organisations.
· John Leask stated all who attend other statutory meetings MUST attend as a representative of LINk and the following would be required:

A Code of Conduct

A need for reporting back (administration)

A meetings timetable

Concerns were raised that individuals felt organisations were being preferred, Kath Soanes quickly reassured all that this was not the case and individuals were as important as organisations.
Adjournment:

The meeting was adjourned at 4pm by Kath Soanes.  The next (Communications) meeting will be held at 1pm on
2nd September 2008 at the SYCIL Centre Doncaster.

Minutes submitted by:
Jan Higgins
Approved by:

Jayne Bell
The LINk

Doncaster Business Innovation Centre

Unit 20 Ten Pound Walk

Doncaster

DN4 5HX

Tel:  01302 554970
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