	DONCASTER LINk – CORE/COMMUNICATIONS GROUP –  MEETING NOTES



Date:

20 January 2009
Time:

1pm
Venue:
St Peter’s Community Hall
Present:

	Sheila Barnes
	
	Mary Hartley

	John Burke
	
	Deirdre Coward

	Robert Denison
	
	Dorothy Head

	C Mary Jones
	
	Janet McMurdo (BSA Interpreter)

	Kay Kirk
	
	Margaret Marrison

	Janet Turner
	
	Paul Morton

	Ivy Hirst
	
	John Plant

	Jenny Talbot
	
	Diane Wardley

	Jackie Lewis
	
	Joanne Kelsall

	Joan Shacklock
	
	John Siddall

	Frank Farrell
	
	Patrick McAndrews

	Jayne Bell (LINk Host Team Leader)
	
	Richard Brocklehurst (LINk Host CEW)

	
	
	Jan Higgins (LINk Host Administrator)


Apologies:
Rita Holdsworth, Joyce Parrott, Lynne Molloy, Dennis Shaw, Marie Lane, Ninda Randhawa, Rosie Stockley, Jean Smith, Linda Arrand, Rosie Pownall, Ian Cockayne and Barbara Booton.
The following is purely to give the essence of the meeting.
Opening:

Sheila Barnes (Chair) opened the meeting at 1pm by welcoming all, stating the code of conduct, asking if there were any declaration of interests (none were given) and giving apologies for members who were unable to attend.

· Minutes of meeting on 4th November 2008.  Frank Farrell requested his name was entered in the apologies, no other issues were raised.
· Matters Arising – Confirmation of Election Process.  Sheila informed the group that there had been 9 responses from the literature posted to all members regarding the election process.
Concerns were raised regarding the selection process of the 6 executive board members representing organisations.  It was suggested that some organisations may encourage employees to become a member in order for their views to be represented within the LINk.

Members stated that the group needed to engage fully with existing groups in all Doncaster areas to fully utilise expertise that may be at their disposal and also to help inform all of the existence of the Doncaster LINk.
It was noted that some members may not have the relevant experience to deal with certain key issues; Sheila stated that plans were in place for members to receive training to enable them to develop their skills.
Sheila stated that it was up to members to decide who will be elected.

It was suggested that it may be a good idea to produce a list of all organisations as part of the election process requesting members indicate which organisations they were members of.
Sheila reminded the group that part of the election process selection would be completed using the applicant’s profile.

It was agreed by all, any member wishing to be considered for election would not be allowed (if absent for any reason) to have a proxy representative, he or she must complete and submit the relevant documentation.

It was suggested that an advert be placed in the Doncaster Free Press to inform the Doncaster residents of the Doncaster LINk and the election that would be taking place.  It was agreed the closing date for nominations/new members would be 13th February 2009.

Action Point:
The Host to put the information on the website and co ordinate advertisement with John Plant and Sheila Barnes.
· Working Groups for issues prioritised/Work Plan Document – Sheila informed the group there were 3 key issues being worked on and sub-groups needed to be formed, GP Access, outreach and engage with local communities and engage with statutory partners around discharge procedures.  Please note the following sub-groups:

GP Access
C Mary Jones, Joan Shacklock, Deirdre Coward, Sheila Barnes

and Jean Smith.
Outreach and engage with local communities

Existing communications group

Engage with statutory partners around discharge procedures

Paul Morton, Dorothy Head, Margaret Marrison, Jenny Talbot, Kay Kirk, Janet Turner, Ivy Hirst and Ian Cockayne.

· Information regarding GP panels/PPI Archive/Discharge Procedures.  Sheila informed the group that she had received information regarding GP Patients Panels and out of a total of 46 GP’s there were only 10 patient panels.  She also informed all the Host had requested discharge procedures from local NHS.  Doncaster and Bassetlaw NHS Foundation Trust had returned the requested document.  Subsequently, this was available for the sub-group to begin working on.  The Host stated the group would need to set up a project plan.

· 360 Degree Host Evaluation – It was agreed Sheila Barnes, John Burke and 4 other members would complete the forms evaluating the performance of the Host.  Names were entered in a container and the following 4 were drawn:

Jackie Lewis

John Plant

Joanne Kelsall

C Mary Jones

· The completed forms would be confidential and sent to John Leask employed by Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council
· Events – The group was informed the feedback from the BME Event had been returned and copies were available.  Sheila stated a Disability Cluster event was taking place on 27th January 2009 at Holmescarr Community Enterprise Centre at Rossington 10am to 12 noon.  The group was informed the event planned for 18th February 2009 at the Deaf Centre had been postponed due to improvements to facilities unlikely to be completed in time.
Members were informed Sheila Barnes and John Burke would be attending a meeting in London on 5th February 2009  - LINk National Conference.
· Any other business – It was agreed the Doncaster LINk would attend a Tenants and Residents exhibition being held on 7th March 2009 at the Doncaster Racecourse, the following members agreed to volunteer:
Jayne Bell (Host)

-

8am to 4pm

Kay Kirk



-

10am to 1pm

Patrick McAndrew

-

10am to 1pm

Sheila Barnes


-

1pm to 4pm

Margaret Marrison

-

1pm to 4pm

Jenny Talbot requested able bodied people refrain from parking their car in disabled parking spaces.
Joan Shacklock requested members stop using abbreviations as not everyone understands what the abbreviations stand for.
The group was informed Jayne Bell (Host) and John Plant were attending Evaluating and Monitoring LINks Host event in York on Thursday 22nd January 2009.
Richard Brocklehurst (Host) stated the length of time an elected member would spend in office needed to be included in the jobs specification for a board member document.  This issue will be raised at the next Core Group Meeting.
Adjournment:

The meeting closed at 3.20pm
Next Joint Group Meeting:

The next meeting will be on





To be arranged
Next Core Group Meeting:

The next meeting will be on





29th January 2009
Next Communications Group Meeting:
The next meeting will be on





10th February 2009
Minutes submitted by:





Jan Higgins
Approved by:







Jayne Bell
The Doncaster LINk

Doncaster Business Innovation Centre

Unit 20 Ten Pound Walk

Doncaster

DN4 5HX

Tel:  

01302 554970

Typetalk:
01302 554970

Mobile:

07525 237735

Fax/Text:
01302 554996

Email:

doncaster.admin@carersfederation.co.uk
Website:
www.doncasterlink.co.uk
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