	DONCASTER LINk – CORE GROUP –  MEETING NOTES



Date:

26 March 2009
Time:

1pm
Venue:
Doncaster Business Innovation Centre
Present:

	Sheila Barnes (Chair)
	
	Dennis Shaw

	Joyce Parrott
	
	Rita Holdsworth

	Joanne Kelsall
	
	Marie Lane

	Jackie Lewis
	
	John Plant

	Jayne Bell (LINk Host Team Leader)
	
	Jan Higgins (LINk Host Administrator)


Apologies:
Joan Shacklock, Debbie Osborne, John Burke and Paul Morton
The following is purely to give the essence of the meeting.
Opening:

Sheila Barnes (Chair) opened the meeting at 1pm by welcoming all, stating the code of conduct, asking if there were any declaration of interests (none were given) and giving apologies for members who were unable to attend.

· Item 5 on the Agenda – Minutes Core Meeting 26th February 2009.  Item 6 – Sheila informed the group Robert Denison had contacted her thanking all members for the letter of thanks he received for his time on the board.
· Item 6 on the Agenda – Matters Arising.  No matter arising were noted.
· Item 7 on the Agenda – Election Update.  John Plant informed all of the 58 members eligible to vote 48 had returned the election forms.  He stated the vote count was completed in the presence of Jayne Bell and himself.  He went on to state he was disappointed that none of the board members managed to attend the vote count to witness the process undertaken.  He assured all present the count was completed in accordance with the guidelines that had been previously set out.

All members agreed it had been an excellent result in view of the short time the Doncaster LINk had been in place.  Sheila Barnes thanked John Plant and the Host for all the help and support given.  And congratulated members present who had been elected to the Executive Board and commiserated with those who hadn’t.
· Item 8 on the Agenda – Update from Working Groups
GP Access
Sheila updated the group on events to date.  (Please refer to GP Access

Meeting Summary dated 4th March 2009).
Discharge Planning
Rita updated the group on events to date.  (Please refer to Discharge

Planning Meeting Summary dated 3rd March 2009).

Annual Healthcheck
Joyce Parrott updated the group on events informing all a letter had

been sent stating Doncaster LINk had nothing to comment upon

regarding the core standards as, to date, we had only entered into a two

way dialogue.
· Item 9 on the Agenda – Host Update
AGM/Annual Report
The Host suggested a sub-group of 2 or 3 members be selected at the

first Executive Board meeting being held in April to produce the Annual

Report.  This could then be presented at the AGM scheduled for some

time in June 2009.  The group agreed this was a good idea, and also

agreed to a date of Thursday 25th June 2009 from 6pm to 8pm at Carr

House Centre for a provisional booking of 100 to be booked by the Host. 

This was to include tea and biscuits at an estimated cost of £1.50 per

head. 
Expenses
The Host informed the group there was approximately £1,000 left in the budget.  This should cover final expense payments for the year end.  Sheila Barnes stated that she thought the budget had been handled extremely well and thanked the Host for all their help given.
Training

The Host stated £5,000 had been spent on advanced training.  She reminded all that Sheila Barnes and Jackie Lewis had been mandated to make all financial decisions relating to training costs. The Host  also confirmed that The Carers Federation Training Manager would be able to deliver Train the Trainer for Enter and View to 2 or 3 board members and suggested once the members had received the training they, in turn, train other members of the board as and when required.  The initial training would be provided free of charge and the available date is Wednesday 13th May 2009.  It was agreed that members chosen to take part in the training would be selected by the newly elected executive board.  Subsequently, this would be included in the next agenda.  The Host stated once the members had been selected for the training a CRB check would be arranged.
· Item 10 on the Agenda – Any Other Business.  Dennis Shaw stated he would like introductions included in the agenda for all future meetings enabling members to gauge an understanding as to why members were involved in the Doncaster LINk.
Joyce Parrott requested authorisation to attend ‘Unplanned Care Committee’ as a Doncaster LINk member, Joyce suggested a letter requesting representation be sent. 
Marie Lane stated the Doncaster and Bassetlaw NHS Foundation Trust Governors Report from John Plant was very interesting and thanked him for passing it on.

Jackie Lewis raised the point that future meetings needed tightening up on content thus ensuring better utilisation of meeting times.

Adjournment:

The meeting closed 3pm
Future meetings:

First Executive Board Meeting:

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 21st April 2009 from 1pm-3pm

Venue:  Doncaster Business Innovation Centre
Next Communications Group Meeting:
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 28th April 2009 from 1pm to 3pm
Venue:  SYCIL Centre

Minutes submitted by:






Jan Higgins
Approved by:








Jayne Bell
The Doncaster LINk

Doncaster Business Innovation Centre

Unit 20 Ten Pound Walk

Doncaster

DN4 5HX

Tel:  

01302 554970

Typetalk:
01302 554970

Mobile:

07525 237735

Fax/Text:
01302 554996

Email:

doncaster.admin@carersfederation.co.uk
Website:
www.doncasterlink.co.uk
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